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Norman Hedman and Tropique the act which preceded Dave Koz was the biggest surprise to the Festival attendees. He was not listed on any of the literature about the Festival and one would think that the fact that his latest CD is named Taken By Surprise was more than coincidental. Well known to fans of percussion, Mr. Hedman has been in the business for more than 20 years (he was coy about the exact number) and started playing the drums from he was seven and rescued his first drum from a garbage heap when his parents couldn't afford to buy him one. He used to play the mouth organ in Jamaica, but moved onto percussion and it became his first love after he moved to New York when he was seven. He has been playing with his band for three years, but played with Bill White and his band at the Jazz Festival in 1999. His bandmembers are: A.J. Mantas on Vibes, Misha Tsiganov on Keyboards, Ron Monroe on the Kalimba, Willie Martinez on the Timbales, Craig Rivin on the Flute and Roger Byam on the Alto Sax. He has recorded four albums so far: Flight of the Spirit, Healing Hands and One Step Closer with the Arabesque label and Taken By Surprise is with Palmetto his current label. He was enjoying the festival and hoped that he would be invited back. He also said that Tropique's music is not only music for the mind, but also healing music to take the pressure off of people's everyday lives and to help them relax. He is absolutely right, most people asked found the music to be at once soothing and yet invigorating and would love to hear more from Norman Hedman and Tropique. Article by Jacqueline Smartt, MS.Ed.
